       First Congregational Church
January 2, 2011
             	         Second Sunday after Christmas
Those who are able may stand where marked (*).

Gathering Music

Please welcome our guest pastor, Dr. Donald Derse, from No. Conway

Welcome/Announcements – Deacon-in Charge – Roger Petit

Opening Prayer

Prelude and Ministry of the Acolyte

Call to worship Psalm 147 
One: Praise the lord, Jerusalem! O Zion, Praise your God— 
All: praise God, who strengthens the bars of our gates, and blesses our children within us. 
One: You grant us the blessing of peace within our borders; you fill us with the finest wheat. 
All: You send your commands to the ends of the earth; your word runs swiftly through creation. 
One: You give snow like wool; you scatter frost like ashes. You hurl down hail like crumbs—Who can stand before your cold? 
All: You send out your word, and melt them; you make your wind blow, and the waters flow. 
One: You declare your word to those you have chosen, your statues to those you have called your own. 
All: O Come, let us worship our generous God, who has shown us how to live. Praise the Lord. 
Sing  #259		“Angels, from the Realms of Glory
Prayer of Confession: (in unison) 
God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light shining in darkness. We confess that we have not welcomed the light, or trusted the good news to be good. We have closed our eyes to glory in our midst, expecting little, and hoping for less. Forgive our doubt, and renew our hope, so that we may receive the fullness of your grace, and live in the truth of Christ the Lord. 
*Silent Prayer 
* Assurance of Pardon
* Gloria Patri  #813       
* Statement of Faith (see inside front/back cover of hymnal)

Choir Anthem:	“Amid the Silence”       Polish carol			           

Children's Time               Alice Muh

Moments of Concern and Celebration                                                                                                                                                                                             
(please fill out a blue card in the pew)
	Pastoral Prayer and Savior’s Prayer (trespasses)

Worship of God with our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory Music                                      
*Doxology (#815) and Offertory Prayer					

Scripture:	  excerpts from John 1:1-18    NT page  87	     	       

Sermon:  	“The Life-Light is a Blazing”	Dr. Donald Derse                            

*Hymn:  #256    	“Love Has Come!”
 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion		            	        (see insert)

*Hymn:   #258   		“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”	                             	

*Benediction

*Response:  #258  “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” (refrain)		
      
Postlude and Ministry of the Acolyte 
