   	First Congregational Church
January 8, 2012
      Baptism of Jesus
 Those who are able may stand where marked (*).

Gathering Music 

Welcome/Announcements 		     Deacon: Barbara Holland           

Opening Prayer

Prelude and Ministry of the Acolyte

Call to Worship								     Genesis 1 
One:	In the beginning . . .
All:	Yes, here we are, “in the beginning” once again,
	wondering how we’ll fare in this new year.
One:	In the beginning, God . . .
All:	Yes, God, here you are, beginning a new year with us,
	and we wonder what kind of surprises you have planned.
One:	In the beginning, God created . . .
All:	Yes, God, yes, we long to be part of something new,
	something wonderful you’re creating here and now.
One: In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth!
All:	Yes, God, you’re making all things new!
	Beginning with us! And we’re almost ready; 
	but first, there’s just this one thing, God . . .
One: And God took in the Holy Breath,
	and God said, “Let there be!” 
All:	And there was.
	Gracious and generous God, we confess we don’t know how to welcome your newness. You offer us visions and we close our eyes; you offer us dreams and we close our hearts; you offer us new ways to share your good news and we close our mouths, uncertain and afraid. Forgive us, loving and creative God. Come be our Vision, come make us new, we pray in Jesus’ daring name. Amen.
	*Hymn:	#563		“Open My Eyes That I May See” 
*Silent Prayer
        *Assurance of Pardon      	
*Gloria Patri #813       
       	*Statement of Faith (insert)

Anthem	         	“For the Bread”		    			  Copes

Children's Time 

Moments of Concern and Celebration                                                                                                                                                                                             
(Please fill out a blue card in the pew)
	Pastoral Prayer and Savior’s Prayer (trespasses)

Worship of God with our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory Music                                      
*Doxology (#815) and Offertory Prayer				

*Hymn:  #564		“Just a Closer Walk with Thee”

Scripture:	 	     Mark 1:1-13

Sermon:          		“The Vision”  	 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion				   (See insert) 
	Special Music “In Remembrance”		      Courtney/Red       

*Hymn: 	 #562   	“Be Thou My Vision”	                		 vs. 1-3             

*Benediction

*Response:  #562   	“Be Thou My Vision”	                		    vs. 4             

Postlude and Ministry of the Acolyte 

