United Church of Christ
December 18, 2011





     Fourth Sunday of Advent       





Those who are able may stand where marked (*).

Gathering Music #280  “One Small Child”

Welcome, Announcements and Opening Prayer

  Ann Craxton

Prelude and Ministry of the Acolyte

Lighting the Advent Candle: Isaiah 40:3-5    The Houghton Family

One:
(light) This is the first Advent candle: 


Look how beautiful, look how warm!
All:
When we were just about to give up, O God, 


you sent Jesus to bring us new Hope!
One:
(light) This is the second Advent candle:


The light of God is coming to the world!
All:
When we were lonely and hurt, O God,


you sent Jesus to touch us with your Love!
One:
(light) This is the third Advent candle:


Jesus is coming to light up our lives!
All:
When we were sad and scared, O God,


you sent Jesus to fill us with Joy!

One:
(light) This is the fourth Advent candle:


Jesus is making all things new! 
All: 
When we were worried and confused, O God,


you sent Jesus to offer us your Peace.
God you are wonderful, generous and kind; we thank you for being our God. We thank you for coming to save us. We thank you for leading us out of the dark and into the light by the manger where Jesus is sleeping. Help us to love him as he will love us, we pray in his precious Name. Amen.

All Sing: Shine on us, O God of justice;
Guide our path through gloom of night;
Bear within us Wisdom's glory;
Come to us, O Christ the Light.

Scripture


  Luke 2:1-5



Hymn: #256

“Love Has Come” 
A Few Words: 
 
 “The Journey”            Rev. Weddington                        
Choir Anthem

 “Thou Shalt Know Him”
          Raney  

Children's Pageant: (Our pageant will include the singing of one verse each of the following carols: #245 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel; #262 Away in a Manger; #281 What Child Is This; #253 Silent Night; and #288 We Three Kings.)
Hymn:  #249
 “O Come All Ye Faithful”
     (food collection)
Moments of Concern and Celebration                                                                                                                                                                                             

(please fill out a blue card in the pew)



Pastoral Prayer and Our Savior’s Prayer (trespasses)

Worship of God with our Tithes and Offerings




Offertory Music
  


*Doxology #815



*Offertory Prayer

*Hymn:  #278 
“Angels We Have Heard on High”
*Benediction

* Response: #245    “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
    vs. 4
*Ministry of the Acolyte and Postlude 

