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				      First Sunday of Advent       						Those who are able may stand where marked (*).

Gathering Music

Welcome & Announcements –Deacon—Mary Menzies

Opening Prayer 

Prelude 

Ministry of the Acolyte
 
Lighting the Advent Candle:    			       The Adams Family
One: O God, we light the first candle of Advent.
All: We seek your comfort in a sorrowful land, 
and you are coming to us, mighty and tender. 
Prepare our hearts to welcome your transformation.
One: Isaiah announced God's coming to a people in lonely exile.
He told them God's redemption was coming. “Prepare a way 
in the desert;” he told them, “make the rough places plain.” 
Our God comes like a shepherd—feeding, leading, and cradling the weary flock. This Advent, we seek such a God.
All: Saving God, look upon this sorrowful world; heal your wounded land; save your people. Open our hearts to be changed by your love. Show us the way to be tender and just. Help us prepare for your coming, O God. Amen.
All Sing: Shine on us, O God of justice;
Guide our path through gloom of night;
Bear within us Wisdom's glory;
Come to us, O Christ the Light.

Hymn: #244	“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”
	
Choir Anthem			“Carry the Light”	   		    Paris

Children's Time

Moments of Concern and Celebration                                                                                                                                                                                             
(please fill out a blue card in the pew)
	Pastoral Prayer
	Savior’s Prayer (trespasses)

Worship of God with our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory Music	                                      
*Doxology #815
	*Offertory Prayer					

Scripture:    	     	 Isaiah 40:1-11	             					
*Hymn:  #694		“The Lord’s My Shepherd”

Sermon:  “In the Land of Sorrow, a Voice of Hope”  
									  Rev. Weddington                            

*Hymn:   #604		    “I Then Shall Live”	

*Benediction

* Response: #245	“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”		    vs. 1

Ministry of the Acolyte 

*Postlude 	

