   	First Congregational Church
November 13, 2011
      Stewardship Sunday
 Those who are able may stand where marked (*).

Gathering Music 

Welcome/Announcements 				           Glenda Iles

Opening Prayer

Prelude and Ministry of the Acolyte

Call to Worship						                  Matthew 28 
One:	The women found an empty tomb. An angel of the Lord
	was sitting on the stone they used to lock him in the grave.
All:	The angel said, “Go quickly; go and tell all his disciples: 
	He is risen from the dead and he is going on ahead
	to Galilee. Go, and you will see him there.”
One:	So we went to Galilee; 
	we worshiped Jesus on the mountain; 
	and he came to us and gave us our new orders: 
All:	“Go and make disciples out of all the nations.
	Baptize them and teach them to follow my commands. 
	And remember, I am with you every moment, every day, 	no matter what, right to the end of this dark age.
One:	Jesus, your promise is dear to us; 
	we need you to be with us.
All:	And so with hearts full of longing and hope
	we come to worship you.

*Hymn:	#575		“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” 

*Confession: Kind and generous God, we have heard your promise to be with us always, but it’s hard sometimes to believe you. Our world is daily wounded by crime and war. Our feelings of safety rise and fall with the market. In anger and sorrow, suspicion and fear, we close our hearts to you and our neighbors; and still you offer us forgiveness; and still you offer us your everlasting arms. And so, kind and generous God, as we come to this holy meal, we ask you to open our darkened hearts to receive the light you have prepared for us. In Jesus’ name. AMEN
*Silent Prayer
        *Assurance of Pardon      	
*Gloria Patri #813       
       	*Statement of Faith (inside hymnal cover)

Anthem	         “I Come With Joy a Child of God”		    Wren

Children's Time 

Moments of Concern and Celebration                                                                                                                                                                                             
(Please fill out a blue card in the pew)
	Pastoral Prayer and Savior’s Prayer (trespasses)

Worship of God with our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory Music                                      
*Doxology (#815) and Offertory Prayer				

Scripture:	 	     1 Thessalonians 5:1-11	     	       

Sermon:          		“Children of the Light”  	 

*Hymn:  #583		“You Are My All in All”

The Sacrament of Holy Communion				   (See insert)        

*Hymn: 	 #358   	“Because He Lives”	                             

*Benediction

*Response:  #358   	“Because He Lives”				Chorus

Postlude and Ministry of the Acolyte 
