       First Congregational Church

September 4, 2011

             
  Those who are able may stand where marked (*).
    Special thanks to guitarist David Saiken for our special music.

Gathering Music  #78
“I Love You, Lord”
Welcome/Announcements – Deacon-in Charge – Eric Pospesil
Opening Prayer

Prelude and Ministry of the Acolyte

Call to Worship






  (from Psalm 119)

One:
Teach me, O Lord, the way of your Commandments;

All:
Open your Law to my understanding 


and I will observe it with all my heart. 

One:
Lord, how I long to know your holy ways;


by your goodness, O Lord, give me life.

All:
Pour out your steadfast love on me, Lord, 


your salvation according to your promise. 

One:
Do not take the Word of truth from my mouth, 
All:
I have put all my hope in your Ordinances;

I will keep your Law forever and ever. 
One:
I will lift up my hands; I will love your commands;


I will meditate on your decrees.

All:
For your precious Word is a lamp to my feet


and a light unto my path.

*Hymn:
#414

“O Word of God Incarnate” 

*Confession: Great Loving One, by the lamp of your Word you showed us your way, but we weren’t willing. You opened our eyes with your wholesome Law; you taught us the way of steadfast love, but we chose the path of arrogance, greed and selfish disregard for our neighbors. We have hurt one another, damaged your world and closed our ears to your voice. Now we’re lost in the dark, alone and scared, and we ask you to forgive us, O God. In your nurturing mercy, open our eyes and let us see the light of your Word again. AMEN
     
*Silent Prayer

        *Assurance of Pardon

      
* Gloria Patri  #813       

       
* The Apostles’ Creed (insert)
Anthem
       
Children's Time 

Moments of Concern and Celebration                                                                                                                                                                                             

(please fill out a blue card in the pew)


Pastoral Prayer and Savior’s Prayer (trespasses)

Worship of God with our Tithes and Offerings

Offertory Music                                      

*Doxology (#815) and Offertory Prayer






Scripture:
 Matthew 5:1-12 NT Page 4
     
       

Sermon:  

“Where the eye goes . . .”

  Rev. Weddington                            

*Hymn:  #413    “Break Thou the Bread of Life”

The Sacrament of Holy Communion

    
        (see insert)
*Hymn: #648   
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
                             

*Benediction

*Response:  #422
“I Love You with the Love of the Lord”


Postlude and Ministry of the Acolyte 

