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Outside the glass front doors of my house, there’s a robin pecking at worms;
the crab apple tree has exploded in pink glory; the lilac bushes are filling the air
with color and sweet scent. As | was writing, | heard a knock at the window, a not-
very-rhythmic “ponk, . . . ponk, ponk,” like a small bird flying into the glass. Turns
out it was a bumble-bee, big as a small bird or nearly. | wonder if he’s trying to get
in, or if he’s just trying to get that other bumble-bee, the one that keeps mocking
his every movement, to go away and leave him alone.
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The second Sunday of June is Pentecost, the day the Spirit of God poured
into a small group of folks who were gathered in Jesus’ name and turned their lives
upside down. Under the powerful influence of the Spirit, they spoke and acted in
new, exciting ways. Their odd behavior attracted the people around them to come
and see what was going on and before the day was over their community had grown
beyond their wildest dreams. The Spirit of God gave them new joy and power, and a
new set of challenges, too. As their neighbors responded to the Spirit in their midst,
they found themselves facing a new set of physical and spiritual needs.

The church offices are upside-down. Pat and | are working upstairs in the
Ladies’ Parlor (thank you, ladies, for your hospitality) while the office and entry
area downstairs is being converted into space that is welcoming for everyone. When
the dust clears, our building will be fully accessible for people who use wheelchairs
and walkers. It’s a very good design. I’m looking forward to watching as it takes
form.

The Council and the Deacons are planning a retreat to follow up on our
winter class “Choosing Life: the Way to a Thriving Church.” In those class meetings,
we shared our ideas, dreams, concerns and hopes for the church. Among other
things, | heard us agreeing that we want to find ways of reaching out to our
community with visible, effective acts of compassion; and | heard that we want to
explore some new forms of worship—worship that is creative and joyful, accessible,
filled with hope and praise. Many of us sensed that a new and promising vision was
emerging from our conversations; and now, with the help of a facilitator, Nancy
Brown, we’re going to be taking the next steps toward helping this emerging vision
take form. If you have thoughts you’d like to make sure we consider as we go
forward with this retreat, please talk with a member of the Council, a Deacon or
with me. We’d love to hear your thoughts.

The bumble-bee outside my window appears to have worked things out with
his rival in the glass. The lilacs and the crab-apple tree are still bursting with color.
The Spirit of God! The Spirit of God is touching the world with hope, with life, with
overwhelming joy. Even the humans are busy preparing themselves for the coming
newness. And that is the surest sign of all that the Spirit of God, the Spirit of God is
truly at play in the world.

Blessings,

david
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Office Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 am - 12:30 pm
Pastor’s Office Hours: Tues. - Fri. 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Music Director’s Office Hours: Sun. 8:30 — 11:30 am/Weds. 6:30 — 8:00 pm

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
May 29 May 30 May 31 1 2 3 4
MEMORIAL DAY 11:30 AM-AA - Fellowship [11:30 AM-AA - 11:30 AM-AA -
PHASE Il Hall Fellowship Hall Fellowship Hall
CONSTUCTION
;\Q& CONTINUES 12:00 PM-Store to Door ~ {7:00 PM-Deacons
Meeting
i '1?/ o 6:30 PM-Choir Rehearsal
.@\9 H 7:30 PM-AA -
/\2 " 8:00 PM-Weds. Night AA Fellowship Hall
—
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
9:00 AM-Adult Bible -Pastor's Sabbath  |10:30 AM-Clergy 11:30 AM-AA - Fellowship [7:00 AM-Ladies Ecum. |11:30 AM-AA - 8:00 AM-Men's
Study Meeting @ Hall Breakfast Fellowship Hall Breakfast @ Muh’s
9:00 AM-Choir 11:30 AM-AA - Methodist
Rehearsal Fellowship Hall 12:00 PM-Store to Door  [11:30 AM-AA -
11:30 AM-AA - Fellowship Hall
10:00 AM- Worship, 5:30 PM-SLLC Fellowship Hall 1:30 PM-Ladies Society
Communion & Sunday (Board
School 5:00 PM-Property (6:30 pm choir rehearsal
11:15 AM-Coffee Meeting
Fellowship 7:00 pm Missions
11:15 AM-Music 7:00 PM-Al Anon/
Committee Ladies Parlor 8:00 PM-Weds. Night AA
3:30 PM Installation- 7:30 PM-AA -
Rev. Jacobson in Fellowship Hall
Franconia
7:00 PM-Ballroom
Dancing
12 Pentecost 13 14 15 16 17 18
Sunday -Pastor's Sabbath  [10:30 AM-Riverglen [10:00 AM-Clergy 11:30 AM-AA - 11:30 AM-AA -
09:00 AM-Adult Bible Service Group/Ladies Parlor Fellowship Hall Fellowship Hall
Study 11:30 AM-AA -
Fellowship Hall 11:30 AM-AA - 11:30 AM-AA - Fellowship
10:00 AM-Worship & Fellowship Hall Hall
Last Sunday School ~ |7:00 PM-NC
until fall Recovery Center 5:30 PM-Finance  [12:00 PM-Store to Door
Board Committee
11:15 AM-Coffee 8:00 PM-Weds. Night AA 7:30 PM-AA -

Fellowship

7:00 PM-Ballroom
Dancing

7:00 PM-Al Anon/
Ladies Parlor

Fellowship Hall

19
10:00 AM-Sunday
W orship

7:00 PM-Ballroom
Dancing

20
Pastor's Sabbath

11:30 AM-AA -
Fellowship Hall

21
11:30 AM-AA -
Fellowship Hall

6:30 PM-Council
Meeting

7:00 PM-Al Anon
/Ladies Parlor

22

11:30 AM-AA - Fellowship
Hall

12:00 PM-Store to Door

8:00 PM-Weds. Night AA

23
8:00 AM-Ladies Ecum.
Breakfast

11:30 AM-AA -
Fellowship Hall

24
11:30 AM-AA -
Fellowship Hall

3:00 PM-Muscular
Dystrophy Ride In —
Spaghetti Supper for
the riders

25

9:30AM -4:30PM
Church Leader’s
Retreat- all day
Highland House,
Crawford Notch

7:30 PM-AA -
Fellowship Hall

26

10:00 AM-Sunday
Worship & Food
Collection

7:00 PM-Ballroom
Dancing

27
Pastor's Sabbath

11:30 AM-AA -
Fellowship Hall

7:00 PM-NC
Recovery Center
Board

28
11:30 AM-AA -
Fellowship Hall

7:00 PM-Al Anon
/Ladies Parlor

29

11:30 AM-AA - Fellowship
Hall

12:00 PM-Store to Door

8:00 PM-Weds. Night AA

30
11:30 AM-AA -
Fellowship Hall
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Church Work Day

We accomplished a lot on our May 21 work day. We

finished everything we had on the list except for the
outdoor painting since it rained on and off throughout
the morning. We had a total of 17 people help out.
They were: Dudley and Dottie Bailey, Barbara Holland,
Phil and Joyce Krill, Maggie Michaud, Mary Menzes,
Emily LaFlam, Eric Pospesil, David and Wilma
Weddington, Pat Whipple, Ken Aldrich, Ed Craxton,

Reg LaFlam, John Lofgren, and Kurt Lucas. Here is
what we accomplished:

+ Moved boxes, supplies, files from current
offices to Ladies Parlor for temporary office
re-location and some to stage
Covered shelves in offices with large plastic

sheets

Power washed front of building

Power washed stairs leading to first floor
Cleaned and oiled sanctuary pews

Vacuumed and waxed floors under pews
Painted shelf under sink in upper bathroom
Trimmed lilac and honeysuckle limbs along
ramp outside kitchen door

Removed center (dead) azalea bush in front of
church building

Cleaned out furnace room behind kitchen
Cleaned out furnace room under Shining Lights
Poured cement patch in large crack in cement
under fire escape near Shining Lights

Cleaned refrigerator in kitchen
Contributed by Ed Craxton

- +#FF + FFEFFEFe 8

“The fullness of Joy is to behold God in everything”. Julian of Norwich (1342 - after 1416)

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PHASE Il ASSESIBILTIY PROJECT BEGINS

On May 15" at a special congregational meeting, Phil Krill and Eric Pospesil presented the plans developed over the
last few months for the accessibility project in Phase Il of the Capital Campaign. Members present voted to proceed
with the plan as presented with Phil, Eric, the Property Committee, Ann Craxton and Wilma Weddington serving as a
special task force to oversee the project to completion. Any member who has seen the plans and has suggestions or
comments are invited to put them in the Property Committee mail box or leave them in the church office for the
members of this special task force. The project, managed by the Lawton Company of Littleton, also includes
installation of two additional ADA compliant rest rooms and a closed walkway. $30,000 in additional funds are
needed to complete the project and anyone who did not give to the Capital Campaign or who can find it in their heart
to give a little more is encouraged to do so now. Completion is expected to be the end of August. The entire church
facility will become accessible to everyone who enters.

Starting May 23", the center entry to the current church offices will be closed for the installation of a lift which will
access three levels of the church - street, office/fellowship hall, and sanctuary/Christian education/ladies parlor.
During the renovation period, the church offices will be relocated to the Ladies Parlor and can be accessed by the
steps on the west side of the current office entrance. Organizations who meet in the Fellowship Hall can enter via
the walkway between the east side of the church and the Social Security office. Appropriate signs will be posted
outside the church. The Shining Lights Learning Center will continue to be accessed through their current entrance
without interruption. As always, please join us in Sunday worship service at 10:00 am with Sunday school continuing
through June 12",
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“Classifieds and Notices”

Summer Music

Calling all singers,

musicians :
The music committee is
planning summer music and
would like to hear from you if
you are interested in
participating or if you know
someone who might be

Please call or email
Karen Morneau for more
information.

Church E-Mail is
changing as of
June 2, 2011

fstcong@myfairpoint.net

You can reach
Rev. Weddington at

pastordavid@myfairpoint.net

Vacation Bible School
June 20-24, 2011
Franconia Community
Church

Children from all
communities are welcome to
participate!

We are also looking for volunteers to
help out for the week, or just a day.

Here's a hint of what's to come:
Fun activities are planned around the
theme “God and Nature”: tie-dye
fun, a trip to Echo Lake, block
printing ferns.

For more information call
Amy Welsh, at 348-2123

PLEASE NOTICE:

DUE TO THE
CONSTRUCTION~

THE LADIES SALAD
SUPPER IS
CANCELLED.

SEE YOU ALL IN THE
FALL!

Let's Celebrate!

Maxwell Edward May,
born May 16tk

Son of Megan and Derek

Mag, 8randson of Elaine
Stroop, and great nephew of

Tina Pea]oodq .

Food Collection Sunday -

June 28™

The Food Cupboard suggests the
following items:

Shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, hand/bath soap, toilet
tissue, baby diapers, coffee, teabags,
hot chocolate mix, canned milk. Dry
milk, Jell-O puddings & gelatins, soups,
canned meat (turkey, chicken, ham,
tuna corned beef, Spam). Dry cereals,
instant oatmeal, rice mixes, pasta,
canned beans, canned vegetables,
cake mixes, frostings, crackers. Dog
and cat food- canned and dry.

Summer Steeple Talk
will be published Mid July
for July and August. .

Do

Contributions are
welcome: articCles, pictures,
funny stories, etC!

Deadline for
contributions will be July 2°

Deadline for the
September Steeple Talk will
be August 20th

Mission Statement of the First
Congregational Church of
Littleton

As followers of Jesus Christ, our
Lord and Savior, we are called to
provide a loving invitation and
welcome to all, to inspire and uplift
through the worship of God, to
reach out to heal and enrich lives
through the Holy Spirit, and to
nurture people of various stages of
their spiritual growth.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Jan. to Budget
April 11, As of
2011 April 30
Member $41,291.95 | $45,313.64
support:
Other $ 3235.51 $3658.32
income:
Transfers | $6757.36 $6757.36
from Trust
Funds
Total $51,212.52 | $55,729.32
Income:
Total $53937.86 | $56,500.18
Expenses:
Net: -$2,185.34 | -$770.86
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Christian Education News
JESUS SAID, "LET THE CHILDREN COME”.

We will begin our summer break from Sunday school after
June 12, The Franconia Community Church has extended
an invitation to all of our students to join them for Vacation
Bible School June 20 to 24™. | hope our children will take
advantage of this wonderful opportunity. Please call Amy
Welsh at 348-2123 to register, volunteer, or for more
information.

We also have camper opportunities for Horton Center.
Please call Linda at 444-2337 for more information. You
may also find more information at the camp web site at
www.hortoncenter.org. We have camper scholarships
available to help with the cost for any of our students who
would like to attend. Make it a summer to remember!

HELP WANTED
~WE NEED YOU FOR OUR NEW PROGRAM~

The Christian Education Committee would like to start a
nursery program for the 2011-2012 school year. To do this,
we need 6 adult volunteers to give 50 minutes of their time
once every six weeks to care for our newborns to 18 month
olds. All adults 18 to 98 are eligible.
Can YOU help?
Please answer our call and show your love and support of
our youngsters and their parents. Call Linda Warden at
444-2337 or the church office at 444-3376. We are waiting
to hear from you!
Faithfully yours,
Christian Education Committee:
Wilma Weddington, Kim Smith, Su Schott,

Choosing Life: The Way to a
Thriving Church

We’ve read the book (Paul Nixon’s “l Refuse
to Lead a Dying Church”); we have discussed each
chapter in detail. So, where do we go from here?
We have embarked on a new journey moving into
the 21* century with a new minister and new hopes
about what we can be. What does God have in
store for our church? How do we figure this out?
Starting with the book study, we started to ask
important questions. It is time to work on the

Foyers Groups

Foyer Groups are small groups of 6-8 persons
sharing simple meals and fellowship. The intention is to
have fun and provide an opportunity for us to meet each
other and/or to become better acquainted. Each group
meets monthly for a four month period for a simple meal
and relaxed conversation in the homes of members.

Foyer Groups are not a study or prayer group;
they have no agenda other than spending time with one
another, which is important for the building of Christian
community in our church. The uniqueness of the Foyer
Group is its lack of formal structure, its openness of
communication, and its free access given to the Spirit.

On May 21%, all the Foyers groups were invited
to Ken and Henrietta Aldrich’s camp for a picnic and
fellowship. As you can see- a good time was had by all.
If you are interested in joining a Foyers group, please
call Dottie Bailey at 823-7453.

answers.

On June 25" the church council members
and the deacons will dedicate themselves, with the
help of a professional facilitator, to figuring out
how to start answering these questions. We will
distill all the information gathered during the book
study and find out where our common ground is.
Then we will try to discover what our next steps

will be. After the retreat we expect to ask the
congregation to join us and discover together what
exciting things we can do in God’s name! Stay
tuned!
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Group Cares Work Camp Ministry

New Hampshire Catholic Charities and Group Cares, a non-
denominational Christian youth ministry based in Colorado, are
sponsoring a youth work camp from June 26 to July 2. Over 450
youth workers and adult supervisors will perform home repairs for
elderly, disabled and low-income homeowners in the Littleton area.
New Hampshire Catholic Charities is seeking: 1) volunteers to
perform site inspections of prospective work sites; 2) assistance in
identifying homeowners who might benefit from this program; 3)
donations to raise $19,000.00 to cover the cost of building materials,
with a $12,000.00 match from Group Cares; 4) donations of food for,
and volunteers to help serve, a welcoming dinner upon the students’
arrival; and 5) most importantly, your prayers for the success of this
ministry. If you can volunteer, please contact Bob Muh at 444-5228.

Strengthen the Church Offering

As a traditional “5 in 5” church (contributing OCWM basic support as
well as contributing to the UCC’s four special mission offerings, we
will be conducting a special offering for the “Strengthen the Church”
campaign on Pentecost Sunday, June 12. “Strengthen the Church”
helps build our denominational future at the local, conference and
national levels by funding new church starts and invigorating existing
congregations, nurturing lay and pastoral leadership, building youth
and young adult ministries, and by enhancing the UCC’s presence as a
community of extravagant welcome. An offering envelope is included
with this issue of Steeple Talk and envelopes will be placed in the
Sunday bulletins on June 12 and June 19. Over 50% of the
“Strengthen the Church” funds raised remain within the New
Hampshire Conference.

North Country Relay for Life

The American Cancer Society’s North Country Relay for Life will be
held from Saturday, June 25 to Sunday, June 26 at Remich Park in
Littleton. To pledge in support of a relay team or individual walker,
or to purchase luminaria in memory of loved ones or in honor of
cancer survivors, go to www.relayforlife.org/northcountrynh.

Tornado and Flood Relief

The mission committee continues to collect donations in support of
the United Church of Christ Disaster Ministries’ appeal for funds to
aid in recovery efforts from widespread flooding and from
devastating tornadoes in Alabama, Missouri and, most recently,
Oklahoma, Kansas and Arkansas. Checks should be made payable to
the First Congregational Church.

Life Bridge
Life Bridge is seeking volunteer mentors (age 21 or above,

commitment of at least 90 minutes per week, training is provided)
and financial support of its operations. Life Bridge is a one-on-one
Christian mentoring program which seeks to facilitate long-lasting
intentional relationships between students ages 12-18, their families,
and committed adult mentors who will guide, support and encourage
them as they navigate the sometimes treacherous course from youth
to responsive, productive adulthood. For additional information,
contact Dave Coronato, Life Bridge White Mountains Area Director, at
387-3472. Donations in support of Life Bridge may be sent to Life
Bridge, Inc., P.O. Box 187, Wolfeboro, NH 03894 or you may

contribute via a secure website at www.lifebridgementoring.org.
Contributed by Bob Muh

Opportunities
for Local &
Global Service

Mission
Corner

“..iIf anyone has the
world’s goods and sees his
brother in need, yet closes
his heart against him, how
does God's love abide in
him? Little children, let us
not love in word talk, but
in deed and in truth.”

1 John 3: 17-18

pread the

STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH OFFERING



Steeple Talk Page 7 l

Church Council Meeting Summary

Church Council met on May 17" and opened
with devotions read by Dudley Bailey “When you pray to
God, God quiets the heavens”. Minutes from the April
meeting were approved.

Pastor David had been attending the North Country
Association meetings with our delegates. The meeting
in September will be hosted by our church on Friday,
September 16™ and will be responsible for providing a
pot luck supper. Rev. Barry Jacobson will be installed
as pastor of the Franconia Community Church on June
5% at 3:30 PM and all are invited to attend. Pastor
David has continued his visitation and involvement with
the clergy group of this area. The clergy are exploring
the idea of continued mid-week ecumenical services.
Property - Art Hunt said that the annual clean-up day
is May 21°" - Because of the new construction to take
place help will be needed to move Pat, David, and
Dottie’s offices. Pat and David will be moving to the
Ladies Parlor. Art also mentioned that SLLC will be
installing new windows in the school area and may be
interested in including the windows in the ladies
bathroom. The rate and fee schedule was handed out
that was dated July 22, 2009. Property will update this
at their next meeting and bring back to council for
approval.

Summary of the Special Congregational Meeting: 42
people attended this meeting and the congregation
unanimously approved the Phase Il accessibility project
which will start the week of May 23™. Next steps will
be to move offices, post signage for temporary access,
and alert groups that use our building. Expected
completion is by the end of August.

Filling vacancies on committees between annual
meetings: The council approved the motion that if
there is a vacancy to be filled on a committee between
annual meetings, the church member nominated by the
chair of the committee will need to be approved by the
council as this is in keeping with intent of the By-Laws.
The By-Laws will be followed as to criteria for serving
on committees at this time. If a non-member wishes to
volunteer for a committee, they may as a non-voting
member. This will also be subject to council approval.
Shining Lights: Alice Muh reported that SLLC is putting
all new windows which will be much more energy
efficient and will be of tempered glass.

Music: Tina Peabody stated that hanging over the
janitor’s closet there is a piece to the old pump organ

that was once used in our church which they would like
to refinish and put a plaque on. This would be paid for
with some of the Haynes memorial money.

Personnel: Judy Warden reported that the new new job
descriptions  for  Sexton, Music Director and
Administrative Assistant are now available and will be
added the Operations Manual. It was noted that the
duties of the Clerk (a volunteer position that has been
eliminated) have been added to the Administrative
Assistant’s description. Alice Muh requested that the
Personnel Committee make sure there is a full copy of
the Operations Manual on the church computer,
Finance: Audit results still pending. On-line file back
up system has been installed on Pat Whipple’s
computer. Discussion about how to manage budget
overages took place. Extraordinary expenses and
allocation of funds needs to come to Council for
approval. Discussed whether unexpected organ repairs
should be included in Property Committee budget or
Music . This item will go back to Finance for further
discussion.

Christian Ed: Linda Warden said the committee is
working on instituting a nursery program for the very
young children of the church so their parents may
attend church. Sunday School ends for the year on
June 12", Celebration Sunday is May 22.

Deacons; The deacons are working on their outreach
program and Ann Craxton raised up the work Barbara
Holland, Mary Menzies, Glenda Iles have been getting
this going. They are coordinating this with Pastor David
and the prayer group. Please make sure that you
encourage people to pass the pew register and to greet
new people.

Leaders Retreat: Ann Craxton has contacted multiple
facilitators and all charge significant fees. The money
is not in the budget, but council agreed to proceed
holding this process in our prayers and having faith that
they will be able to find the money. A facilitator is key
to having this process succeed. Nancy Brown who
presented at church last fall is available and has agreed
to work with us. The retreat will be held on June 25%
at the Highland Center in Crawford notch. Alice Muh,
moderator, Ann Craxton, chair of Deacons, and Pastor
David will work with Nancy to set up the agenda and
program. Deacons have been invited to attend as well.
Next meeting- Tuesday, June 21* at 6:30pm

“Come, Holy Spirit, dark is the hour, we need your filling, your love
and your mighty power, move now among us, stir us we pray. Come,
Holy Spirit, revive the church today.” (John Peterson, 1971)
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Saint Theresa's Prayer
May today there be peace within.
May you trust God that you are exactly where you
are meant to be.
May you not forget the infinite possibilities that are
born of faith.
May you use those gifts that you have received, and

pass on the love that has been given to you.
May you be content knowing you are a child of
God.
Let this presence settle into your bones, and allow
your soul the freedom to sing,
Dance, praise and love.
It is there for each and every one of us.



