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 New Year’s Day
 Those who are able may stand where marked (*).
Gathering Music
Welcome & Announcements –Deacon – Barbara Holland
Opening Prayer 
Prelude and Ministry of the Acolyte 

Call to Worship and lighting of the Christ candle:

  
One:  Christ is born!
All: 
 Christ is born!
One:
 Because of this birth, life is full of promise for you and for me.  Life is full of promise for our community.
All:
We celebrate today the presence of God’s promise in our midst.
One:
The promise of a small child coming into a crowded, hurting world and growing to be a liberator.

All: 
It’s the promise of you and me, struggling and stumbling together, growing and celebrating, reaching out to make a new presence in our world, guided and supported by God’s Spirit.
*Hymn:  #286    
“Once in Royal David’s City”

Sharing our Celebrations and Concerns 


(Please fill out a blue card from the pew) 
                                                                                                                                                      


Pastoral Prayer and Savior’s Prayer (trespasses)

*Hymn:  #288

“We Three Kings”
Scripture:    

Matthew 2:1-15
First Reading:

Refugees by Ann Weems

Special Music
Second Reading:
Much More Than Words 

                                                  by Kenneth L. Samuel

*Hymn:  #293

“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”  
Third Reading:

Gifts from God by Ann Weems
Worship of God with our Tithes and Offerings

Offertory Music
    
 

*Doxology #815 and Offertory Prayer






Fourth Reading:
The Work Begins 
Congregational Response

All:
Now that the mad rush is over, we thank you that you are still God-with-us.  As we face the year ahead, help us to accept the difficult parts of our lives; help us to make the changes we must make; help us to new places of openness

and love toward you and the people around us; and help us to overcome the fears which keep us from fullness of life.  

As we face the year ahead, we thank you for one another and for your grace in Jesus Christ.  Help us individually and as a congregation to be signs of your compassion, hope, joy, and unity in this world you love.  We ask this is Jesus’ name.  Amen.
*Hymn:  #291

 “O Sing a Song of Bethlehem”
*Benediction 

*Ministry of the Acolyte and Postlude 

Worship Leadership today is shared by the Rev. Ed Craxton, Ann Craxton and Music Director, Dottie Morton.
