       First Congregational Church
December 5, 2010
             	         Second Sunday of Advent
Those who are able may stand where marked (*).

Gathering Music

Welcome/Announcements – Deacon-in Charge – Roger Petit

Opening Prayer

Prelude and Ministry of the Acolyte

Lighting the Advent Wreath:       Marti Faulkner and Jeff Beasley        Isaiah 11
One:	A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
	an unexpected child of King David’s royal line.
All:	The spirit of God will rest on him—the spirit of clarity and wisdom, 
	the spirit of goodness, compassion, and strength.
One:	He will not be fooled by appearances; he will be a champion for the poor; 	faithfulness will be his royal robe, and justice will be his armor.
All:	The wolf will live peaceably with the lamb, 
	the leopard will lie down with the kid, 
the calf will rest beside the lion, 
the cow will graze with the bear—and a little child shall lead them. 
One:	(light candle) We light this candle for the Royal Child, who brings 
	unity and justice to the world. O come, O come, Emmanuel.

Sing (seated) #245		“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”		verse 2

*Prayer of Confession: 
One: 	Lord of Creation, you called us by name and we didn’t recognize your 	voice; you commanded us and we didn’t obey; you asked us to come 	with you and we didn’t follow.
All:	Lord, in your mercy, forgive us and help us, we pray.
One:	Jesus, you modeled a servant’s role and we want to have our own 	way; you lived among outcasts, the needy and poor, and we prefer to 	keep them out of sight; you endured humiliation, abuse and death for 	love of us and we complain when our comforts are disturbed.
All:	Christ, in your mercy, forgive us and help us, we pray.
One:	Generous God, you accept us as we are and we reject others in your 	name; you forgive us our sins and we hold grudges against those we 	think have wronged us; you love us with all your being and we despise 	and reject our neighbors.
All:	Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, in your infinite 	compassion and mercy, forgive us and help us, we pray.
	* Assurance of Pardon
	* Gloria Patri  #813       
	* Statement of Faith (see inside front/back cover of hymnal)

Choir Anthem:			“Call to Advent”			           Williams

Children's Time

Moments of Concern and Celebration                                                                                                                                                                                             
(please fill out a blue card in the pew)
	Pastoral Prayer and Savior’s Prayer (trespasses)

Worship of God with our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory Music                                      
*Doxology (#815) and Offertory Prayer					

Scripture:	      	     Matthew 3:1-12    NT page 2      	     	     Ann Craxton    

Sermon:  	 	“If you tarry till you’re better, . . .”	       Rev. Weddington                            

*Hymn:  #486    	“Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy”  	    verses 1, 2, 4          	
The Sacrament of Holy Communion			            	        (see insert)

*Hymn:   #256    		“Love Has Come!”	                             verses 1, 2	
*Benediction

*Response:  #256  		“Love Has Come!”		    	    	   verse 3
      
Postlude and Ministry of the Acolyte 
