FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
United Church of Christ
December 12, 2010
				      Third Sunday of Advent       		
Those who are able may stand where marked (*).

Gathering Music    Time to prepare our hearts and minds for worship.

Welcome & Announcements –Deacon – Roger Petit

Opening Prayer 

Prelude and Ministry of the Acolyte 
Lighting the Advent Candle:    Holland Family	    (from Isaiah 35)
One:	The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
	the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
	and everyone shall see the glory and majesty of God.
All:	Strengthen the weak hands; make firm the feeble knees; 
	say to the fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! 
	Here is your God!”
One:	Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
	the ears of the deaf unstopped.
All:	Then shall the lame leap like a deer, 
	and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
One:	Waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
	and streams of water in the desert. 
All:	The burning sand shall become a pool, 
	and the thirsty ground springs of water;
	the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp; 
	the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
One:	A highway, God’s Holy Way, shall emerge,
	and the ransomed of God shall walk on it.
All:	Out of their exile, they shall come home;
	everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
	their hearts shall be filled with joy and gladness,
	and sorrow shall trouble them no more. 
One: (light candle) We light this candle for the Prince of Peace
	who comes to end our warring madness.
	(light candle) We light this candle for the Royal Child
	who comes to bring unity and justice. 
	(light candle) We light this candle for the Savior of the World
	who comes to fill Creation with abundant life. 
	O come, O come, Emmanuel!

Sing:		#245		“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”		 verse 3

Choir Anthem		“Mary, Did You Know?”	      Lowry/Greene

Children's Time

Moments of Concern and Celebration                                                                                                                                                                                             
(please fill out a blue card in the pew)
	Pastoral Prayer and Savior’s Prayer (trespasses)

Worship of God with our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory Music	                                      
*Doxology #815 and Offertory Prayer					

*Hymn:  (insert)		“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”	

Lector:    	 Matthew 11:2-11    NT page 10       Wilma Weddington

Sermon:  	         “As Expectation Yields to Wonder”
                   		Rev. David Weddington                            

*Hymn:   (insert)	“I Wonder as I Wander”         verses 1, 2 & 3

*Benediction

*Response:  (insert) 	 “I Wonder as I Wander”  		         verse 4

Ministry of the Acolyte 

*Postlude 	
